Effect of atmospheric N deposition on surface water chemistry and the implications for fisheries.
In this paper the relative importance of NO3- and SO4(2-) as anions in oligotrophic surface waters and evidence that NO3 concentrations have been increasing in recent decades in reviewed. The relationship between NO3- and the concentrations of cations (H+ and Al3+) known to be harmful to aquatic biota is also discussed. It is generally concluded that although direct proof of an association is lacking, circumstantial evidence suggests that atmospheric input of nitrogen to soils on certain 'sensitive' geologies may be having consequences for surface waters and the biota living in them, especially at certain times of the year, e.g. snowmelt.